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""""""""" This is the 21th issue of the ECN Brief, which is a
----------------- publication of the European Competition Network (ECN).
________________ The ECNis a network of the Member States’ competition

Legislation and Policy authorities (NCAs) and the European Commission (DG
Competition). The ECN Brief aims to inform you about
6t-h-e-r-I§s-u-e-s-c>-f-IF\’Ee-régﬁ the activities of the ECN and its members and to reflect

""""""""" the richness of enforcement actions and advocacy in

i T et the Network. It focuses on news of major interest about
ECN Members’ websites EU competition law and policy.
ECN Stahshcg This issue covers news from September to December
""""" 2013. A key policy development is the publication
of,seven ECN Recommendations on investigative and
decision-making powers. The Recommendations set
out the ECN’s position on the powers authorities in the
Network should have in their competition toolbox. They
are intended to serve as guidance to policy makers and
to foster convergence.
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Germany and United Kingdom: Antitrust Cases
against Amazon closed

On 26 and 29 November 2013, the German Bundeskartellamt
(BKartA) and the UK'’s Office of Fair Trading (OFT) terminated
their respective antitrust investigations into Amazon'’s price
parity policy. These clauses had prohibited sellers from selling
products that they offer more cheaply on Amazon on any
other online sales channel. Throughout the investigations,
the BKartA and the OFT cooperated closely together, within
the Network of European Competition authorities. The
authorities’ investigations have helped to bring about the
end of Amazon's price parity clauses on an EU-wide basis.

Luxembourg: Fines imposed in Railway Switches
Cartel Case

The Luxembourgish Competition Council has fined two
German producers of railway switches by decision of 23
October 2013 for participating in a market sharing and
price fixing cartel with a Luxembourgish undertaking and its
subsidiary during the period 2005 to 2011. The decision of the
Council is the first decision applying the leniency programme
as laid out in Article 21 of the Luxembourgish Competition
Law of 23 October 2011.

European Commission fines Banks € 1 710 000 000
for Participation in Cartels in Financial Derivatives
Industry

A total of eight banks were fined for participation in two
cartels, one relating to interest rate derivatives in the euro
currency, the other one relating to interest rate derivatives
denominated in Japanese yen. Both decisions were adopted
under the settlement procedure, and fines were reduced by
10% for agreeing to settle.
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Italy: Competition Authority launches Initiative to
fight Bid-Rigging

In October 2013, the Italian Competition Authority (ICA)
issued a ‘Vademecum’ based on the 2009 OECD Guidelines for
fighting bid-rigging in public procurement. This Vademecum
is part of the recently launched initiative to assist contracting
entities/authorities in identifying behavioural anomalies
WhICh m|ght indicate bid-rigging, and report them to the ICA.

Sweden: Screening for Cartels in Public Procurement
Auctions

In September 2013, the Swedish Competition Authority
(SCA) initiated a project aimed at detecting cartels in public
procurement tenders through the use of proactive economic
detection methods when conventional investigation methods
fail. The SCA will analyze a large database consisting of
information from public tenders. The analysis will focus on
markets where the SCA has seen competition problems in the
past, but where it has so far not received leniency applications
or tip-offs detailed enough to initiate investigations.

United Kingdom: Office of Fair Trading launches
Market Study into Supply of Public Sector ICT
Services

On 15 October 2013, the Office of Fair Trading launched a
study on the degree of competition between the companies
which supply information and communications technology
(ICT) goods and services to the public sector. This sector is
vital for the efficient and cost effective delivery of all public
services and accounts for a significant proportion of total
publlc sector expenditure.

ECN publishes Set of Recommendations

On 10 December 2013, the European Competition Network
(ECN) published a set of ECN Recommendations on key
investigative and decision-making powers for competition
authorities in the Network, ranging from inspection powers,
requests for information, priority setting and interim
measures to commitments and structural remedies. The
ECN Recommendations were endorsed by the ECN Directors
General in 2013. These Recommendations are intended to
serve as guidance for policymakers.
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European Commission holds Third European
Competition Forum on 11 February 2014

Following the successful meetings of the European
Competition Forum in 2012 and 2013, the 2014 conference
will look at the internal market and beyond, examining the
challenges facing modern competition policy. The Forum is
hosted by the Commissioner for competition, Vice-President
Joaquin Almunia. Distinguished participants include Dr Vince
Cable, UK Secretary of State for Business, Mr Angel Gurria,
Secretary-General of the OECD, Bill Baer, Assistant Attorney
General for the Antitrust Division at the US Department of
Justice as well as the Heads of the European Competition
Authorities.

The conference will be web-streamed.
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